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Minutes 
 Parish meeting for Heytesbury Imber & Knook 

Joint Parish Meeting for 
 the Civil Parish of Heytesbury and the Civil Parish of Knook 

Friday 6th September @ 6.30pm 
Heytesbury School 

 
  

The Parish Council Chairman  
Councillor Mrs Louise Morris in the Chair 

 
 

Present: Councillors D Bond, E Colvin, T Eastman, T Fellowes, L Gould, D Hiscock, L Morris, 
A Moore, A Perry and V Sturmey.  
Cllr C Newbury Wiltshire Council. 
Officers: H Parks 
Public & Press: 78 members of the public from the Civil Parish of Heytesbury and 7 members of 
the public from the Civil Parish of Knook.  
Representatives from the Warminster Journal and Wiltshire Times.  

 
 
 

1. Welcome and Apologies 
The Chairman welcomed all attendees and outlined that the agenda had been set by those 
electors calling for the meeting. Everyone in attendance could speak to put forward their views or 
comments.  Apologies were received from Councillor S Buttenshaw.  
 
2. Village Hall Provision - To discuss the possibilities of a village hall in Heytesbury.  
There was a general discussion about provision of a Village Hall and many of the people in 
attendance felt that there would be benefit for a hall.  
A general view was that the likely cost of a hall would be in excess of £400K and more likely to be 
£600K. Where would this money come? 
 
What options are open to the Parishes? Could a hall be built onto the Red Lion? It was discussed 
that this option had been considered in the past and rejected by the brewery.  
 
What about using the school grounds? It was felt that the school would need to have exclusive use 
during the day and this would limit access for potential clubs. There was not enough parking as the 
school had difficulty with picking up and dropping off on normal days.  
 
Some people asked why do we need a village hall? The only time we congregate is to discuss this 
issue. 
Who will use a village hall? 
Has anyone thought of renting a Nissan Hut from the Army? – this was discounted due to security 
issues with access. 
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Why wasn’t the church being considered? The Church are planning to insert a small pod within the 
church for small meetings but it won’t be equivalent to a Village Hall.  
 
Long time residents of the Parish mentioned that many schemes had come forward in past years 
only to be thwarted at the last minute by objectors. 
 
Comments from the floors thought that the several village halls in neighbouring villages were 
losing money, Sutton Veny was doing well because the school used the hall for school dinners.  
 
What would happen to the Raymond Trust funds? – The finances are split into Capital and Income 
and can be used to satisfy the objectives in the original deeds. The income is for the benefit of the 
inhabitants of the Parish. 
 
A comment was made to the meeting about a group running at St Johns not being supported, 
many attendees felt that better advertising could be achieved to improve the situation.  
 
Cllr Tom Eastman said that as a Parish Councillor, he was part of a group of volunteers who ran the 
Parish Council and all who are looking for genuine views in order to get a clear idea of what the 
majority wishes. Councillor Colvin also expressed her agreement to the Parish delivering a clear 
view on its wishes. He also thought that the success or failure of a village hall was about the village 
supporting one and getting the community behind it. 
 
 
3. Purchase of Land - Should the members of the joint Parish Council in their capacity as 
trustees of the Raymond Trust purchase a field to the west of the village with a view to raising 
funds estimated as £400K to build a village hall? 
The Chairman gave an update on the proposed purchase of land. The Raymond Trust became 

aware that a piece of land was being offered for sale by auction on 12th September 2019 and 

considered whether this would be a suitable site to build a village hall with car parking. Due 

diligence commenced and investigations took place on the suitability of the site in terms of cost, 

constraints and covenants. A pre-planning application was submitted and advice taken from 

solicitors on the auction pack and valuation. Finally, a consultation exercise was set up for the 

Joint Parish. The Raymond Trust met last night where it was announced that the land had been 

taken out of Auction and sold privately. The Chairman was able to announce that the land has 

been bought by and returned to Westover House. She also added that based on the facts from the 

due diligence exercise, both the trust Solicitor and Surveyor and the pre-planning application, it 

was likely that the Trust would not have bid for the land.  

 
4. Sassoon Trust - Should the joint Parish Council open negotiations with the Sassoon 
trustees who have proposed an enabling development of houses south of Park Street in return 
for giving the village a hall and the twelve acres north of Park Street with their sports pitches to 
the village in perpetuity.  
Councillor Sturmey introduced this item, and thanked those who called the meeting and arranged 
it. After the Parish Council objected 6-5 to the last planning application in December 2017 to build 
a village hall and 23 homes, 7 of which were to have been social houses for local people, the 
Sassoon Trust wrote to the Parish Council and said they were keen to liaise with them so that its 
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views were reflected in the reapplication. The Sassoon Trust felt they were on their way to 
addressing concerns which were: 
Size – it was agreed that the proposed was too big. Car park improvements would have followed 
with a reduction in the size of the hall.  
Appearance – the proposed was out of character with the surrounding area, something more on 
traditional lines could be brought forward. 
Pedestrian access – what is already in place would be protected and the comments received 
considered.  
The Sassoon Trust had incurred considerable cost and it could not continue to expend on a 
scheme that did not have full village support. Councillor Sturmey said that to understand the 
village support, a referendum by Parish Poll would be called and provided a question for 
consideration.  
Councillor Sturmey then read a few sentences from a Sassoon email to the Parish Council dated 
20th Sept 2018, which advised that "Their agents (Turleys) will report to the Sassoon trustees, who 
will decide, either:  
a) a new application to be progressed to achieve the endowment, or  
b) the proposal be abandoned and the sites put into a joint venture arrangement with a national 
developer to lobby for total residential development 
 
There followed a discussion about potential problems with planning consent as the proposed area 
is outside the village planning boundary.  
Councillor Christopher Newbury, Elected Wiltshire Council representative spoke on planning 
policy. He outlined that officers always give answers based on planning policy, but there are two 
ways the applications can be considered. Officers will make decisions on the development plan. 
The other way is to have planning applications called in by the elected members. At Wiltshire 
Council we still have a local planning committee and applications are discussed and agreed by the 
committee which may go against planning policy. Surrounding villages have called in various 
applications which have been agreed this way, and Councillor Newbury gave an example. He said 
“the key is to know what the Parish wants and at this time Heytesbury does not have a clear 
view.” 
There is limited planned development in small towns and villages. This issue could be part of a 
Parish Plan which could override the policies set by Wiltshire Council. There are difficulties with 
the sports fields, the present Core Strategy doesn’t particularly support development because it is 
keen to keep as recreational land. The difficulty in the Parish Council negotiating with the Sassoon 
Trust is that the Parish Council can’t offer anything.  The Parish Council is only a consultee on 
planning applications and not the decision maker; Wiltshire Council is the Planning Authority. 

 
A discussion took place on the land classed as sports fields, if someone owns the land and licences 
it for recreation, that land has got established use. If this was changed would the land be 
unclassified as sports fields and lost to the Parish?  
 
Many people wanted to know why the Parish Council had turned down the original offer from the 
Sassoon Trust – it was outlined that the application by the Sassoon Trust was withdrawn. New 
agents were appointed (Turleys) and they met with the Parish Council to discuss the many 
objections that had been submitted to Wiltshire Council planning. It was hoped that if they could 
answer some of the objections, and get support for a new plan, this might come forward.  This has 
not progressed further.  The Parish Council did write to the Sassoon Trustee in July 2019, asking 
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what plans they might have for the land where the sports fields are and at this time the Parish 
Council has not received a reply. 

 
Many felt that this option should have been explored and were upset that it hadn’t. 
 
Could the trustees of the Sassoon Trust be relieved of the land and the village raise funds to build 
a hall? 
 
If a village hall was gifted and this failed, would the land and buildings go back to the Sassoon 
Trust?  
 
Does the Raymond Trust have enough funds to kit out a village hall? 
 
Could the poll ask how people are going to use a new village hall? – this couldn’t be included in the 
poll question, but could be part of future consultation. 
 
A local mother asked “What are my children going to do in future if the recreation fields are lost, 
where are they going to go? Everything is expanding and we need housing for local people, we lost 
a good opportunity with earlier plans” 
 
The Secretary of Heytesbury Football Club (Mr Martyn Spratt) spoke on the issue of the cricket and 
football clubs, they only had licenses to May 2020 and the long-standing clubs could be lost. There 
are lots of people using the space, children, dog walkers and last week’s gathering demonstrated 
the need. The space is maintained by the clubs and this is a village asset. This is not just about a 
village hall.  
 
Councillor Ann Perry said that she had spoken to the Sassoon Trust and asked if they would sell 
the land to the Parish, and it was a no. Other people have also approached and there has not been 
a positive response.  
 
Before moving onto the next agenda item, the Chairman asked the audience whether there were 
any further questions or comments and whether everybody felt they had had the opportunity to 
express their views. The Consensus was yes. 
 
5. Forum 
There were no questions submitted for the forum.  
A Poll was requested by the two Parishes and the electors identified to satisfy the legislation and 
these are detailed below. The question was put to the meeting and the last sentence was slightly 
amended to reflect that by working or negotiating with the Sassoon Trust on planning issues, the 
Parish Council and Trustee of the Raymond Trust would not be able to confirm that planning 
would be guaranteed. There was also some discussion on having a shorter question, but it was 
important and those coming forward to vote at the poll would have a clear idea of what was being 
asked.  
The estimated cost of a poll for the two parishes is expected to be in the region of £2100 – £2500 
and will be charged to the Parish Council. 
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Electors for the Civil Parish of Heytesbury called for a Parish Poll to ask the question: Do you 
agree that the members of the Parish Council in that capacity and as trustee of the Raymond Trust 
should work pro-actively and constructively with the Sassoon Trust to deliver to the village a 
village hall and in perpetuity the twelve acres of parkland north of Park Street including the cricket 
and football pitch. This might be possible by an enabling development of houses to the South of 
Park Street. 
This request was proposed by Vanessa Sturmey, “Garstons Bungalow”, Park Lane, Heytesbury 
BA12 0HE, and agreed by the Chairman Louise Morris.  
 
Patricia M D Fellowes                                         Denise M Williams 
Vanessa J Sturmey    Colin I Dipper 
Josephine C Sneddon    Derek J Hiscock 
Rodney Mullins    Robert G Burgess 
Krishnakali Sinha    Andrew G Moore 
 
 
 
 
 
Electors for the Civil Parish of Knook called for a Parish Poll to ask the question: Do you agree 
that the members of the Parish Council in that capacity and as trustee of the Raymond Trust 
should work pro-actively and constructively with the Sassoon Trust to deliver to the village a 
village hall and in perpetuity the twelve acres of parkland north of Park Street including the cricket 
and football pitch. This might be possible by an enabling development of houses to the South of 
Park Street. 
This request was proposed by Anthony Wilson, “Bunters”, Knook BA12 0HL and agreed by the 
Chairman Louise Morris.  
Anthony Wilson 
Dean A Garnett 
Robert J Pottow 
Denis M Pictor 
Wendy S Arbery 
 
 
The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and patience during the proceedings, the 
meeting closed at 8.15pm      


